
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 23
2 Kings 23:1-3 - Covenant Renewal

Josiah has already cleansed the land of much of the idolatry and begun to cleanse the temple in Jerusalem.  Now he 
gathers the people together to renew their covenant with the LORD.  Josiah reads all of the words of the book of the law 
to the nation and he himself vows to walk after and keep the commands of the LORD.  And the assembled nations agrees.

2 Kings 23:4-14 - Josiah’s reforms continue

Josiah continues to cleanse the temple, Jerusalem and all of the land of Judah.  Notice that he doesn’t just decide to 
worship the LORD as his personal or national God...he also gets rid of the idols and rivals to that relationship.  This is 
the essence of a covenant (more on this later).

And Josiah’s zeal in this obedience is evident!  Breaking, grinding, burning, removing.  He deals with the physical 
possibilities of idolatry (altars, statues, vessel of worship) and also removes the emotional and spiritual possibilities 
by “doing away” with the idolatrous priests (v. 5).  Those two steps are important.

2 Kings 23:15-20 - Josiah’s zeal reaches Israel

Josiah’s reform and cleansing campaign reaches beyond his kingdom.  He enters the land of Israel (however, now desolate 
of her citizens) and demolishes the altars that Jeroboam had set up of the molten calfs generations ago.  If you 
remember this was the initial sin of Israel which led to their downfall and continual rebellion from the LORD.  Jeroboam, 
the first king of the northern kingdom of Israel set up two golden calves in his kingdom to discourage his citizens to 
travel to Jerusalem.  His sin was a big deal and a prophet named Ajijah denounced his act and prophesied of his downfall.

Way back in 1 Kings 14 I included the following note:

“Jeroboam was the king of Israel.  Jeroboam was the one who brought idolatry into the land.  This leads to the 
people of Israel to worship idols too and idolatry fills the land.  As a result the entire nation will be exiled - 
but the LORD wants the king and the nation to know that this is because of Jeroboam. 

“...in case you were a bit dull when you read 1 Kings 14, the writer makes sure you don’t forget Ahijah’s 
prophecy, for he takes (its final points), makes it his refrain, and - like a jingle on a radio commercial - drums 
it into your head again and again.  There is no escape; over and over you hear ‘the sins of Jeroboam, which he 
sinned, and which he caused Israel to sin’ (14:16 + 1 Kings 15:26, 30, 34; 16:19, 26; 22:52; 2 Kings 10:31; 13:6, 
11; 14:24; 15:18, 24, 28; 17:21-23).  The first king of the 10 tribes finished them.  The beginning was the 
beginning of the end.  Jeroboam went bullish and damned a whole people.  The curse of Ahijah’s word hangs over 
the next 180 years” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus On The Bible: 1 Kings”, page 163-164)
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Those of us reading along the way since then have heard that refrain over and over again…And now hundreds of years 
later Josiah destroys these idols and altars.  He dug up the bones of the false priests and defiled and dishonored them.  
Though neither Jeroboam or his evil priests are there to witness, justice is served.

v 17-18 - “the man of God” - one final point of this Jeroboam story is that the man who confronted Jeroboam’s sin ends 
up being honored.  (he was the man of God who was told to return back to Judah and not stop for anything, 1 Kings 13).  
He is not there to witness it either, but justice (for him and his message) is served.  And I want to take this time to 
flash back to his message:

1 Kings 13:1-5 - Now behold, there came a man of God from Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, while 
Jeroboam was standing by the altar to burn incense.  2 He cried against the altar by the word of the LORD, and 
said, "O altar, altar, thus says the LORD, 'Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name; 
and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you, and human bones shall be 
burned on you.'"  3 Then he gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is the sign which the LORD has spoken, 
'Behold, the altar shall be split apart and the ashes which are on it shall be poured out.'"  4 Now when the king 
heard the saying of the man of God, which he cried against the altar in Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand 
from the altar, saying, "Seize him." But his hand which he stretched out against him dried up, so that he could 
not draw it back to himself.  5 The altar also was split apart and the ashes were poured out from the altar, 
according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD. 

Wow!  The man of God foretold this very event (and Josiah by name!).  Though surely the nation had forgotten this 
prophecy, the LORD had not.  And just at the right time, Josiah appears to fully fulfill the word of the LORD.  And when 
Josiah, in his “dig up the bones of the bad guys and defile them” campaign reaches this man’s grave, Josiah leaves it 
alone, honoring the man and his ministry.

2 Kings 23:21-23 - Passover Celebrated

The passover is the great national celebration of freedom and the deliverance of God.  First celebrated as Israel left 
Egypt, it was a yearly reminder of the covenant-keeping God who had saved and spared them by the blood of the lamb and 
brought them into the promised land.  Apparently this year was unlike any other commemoration. (v. 22)

2 Kings 23:24-27 - The greatest king

Josiah is described as one of, if not the, greatest kings to sit on David’s throne.  Wow, what a description.  Yet with all 
of his devotion, love and passion for the LORD and His ways, he wasn’t greater than the word of the LORD which had 
already been determined against Judah.  Josiah’s reign represents a reprieve for God’s people and a chance for that 
generation to repent and be saved...but God’s judgment upon Judah and her sin will (and must) come.

2 Kings 23:28-30 - Josiah’s Death

Josiah is murdered by the king of Egypt.  A tragic end to our great king.  Josiah’s son Jehoahaz ascends to the throne in 
his place.  We pause our story for now, grateful for the life and example of Josiah, but still mindful of the coming 
judgement.
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Two Lessons For Us

A covenant is an important thing in Scripture and in life.  We often hear it in the context of a “Marriage Covenant”.  But do we 
know the full picture of a covenant?  A marriage covenant is the intentional commitment to one person, but it is also a 
commitment to not be united with anyone else.  Here is the vow that we often hear at weddings:

“groom”, do you take “bride” to be your wedded wife, to live together in marriage?  Will you love her, comfort her, 
honor and keep her for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and health, and forsaking all others, be 
faithful only to her, for as long as you both shall live?

We live in a society that is flooded with consumerism, and not just in the world of economics.  There are some elements of 
consumerism that are wise and good - for example, if Dave’s Market has a better price for roast beef than Stop and Shop does, 
having loyalty to Stop in Shop because you like their logo doesn’t make much sense.  Go where the deals are.  And if stop and shop 
lowers their price for meat, or other items, we’ll go back there.  Some of us even stop at multiple stores to get shopping done.  
Price Rite for dry goods, trader joes for snacks, Dave’s for meat and Whole Foods for produce.  When it comes to your bank 
account and food preferences, there is nothing wrong with “shopping around”.  A consumer is just that, one who consumes, and a 
consumer will go where they find the things they want to consume based on quality and price.

However, this consumer mindset has crept into our lives beyond where we get our bread and milk.  It colors our society’s 
relationships and our world’s concept of commitment and covenant.  If your wife isn’t making you happy any more, get rid of her 
and get a better model.  If your husband is paying the bills but not making you feel like a princess, keep him around but also 
get a boyfriend on the side.  As believers, we read this and think “that’s crazy”.  It is.  However, this consumer mindset is a 
threat to covenant with God as well.

Here’s what I mean.  Josiah made the commitment to follow the ways of Yahweh.  And that meant obeying the commandments and 
worshipping the LORD - but it also meant not worshipping other Gods.  You see that is what the nations of the world had been 
doing.  Worship Baal if you want good crops.  Worship Asherah if you want rain.  Worship Molech if you want X, worship a golden 
cow if you want Y, and so on.   Yahweh, however, was the one God that had power over every and anything in life.  And his 
stipulation on being in relationship with humanity was that you would live for Him, and no one else was allowed in the 
conversation.

This seems easy to see when it comes to idols of wood and stone.  But we must remember that we cannot worship the LORD and 
follow his son Jesus and also be in charge.  That’s idolatry.  We can’t live for God and praise Him and also look to the 
government, our jobs, other people, etc to be our sufficiency.  Sure, God will use those things to do His work and provide for us, 
but He is our God.  And if that is true, we can’t keep the other “gods” around in case we get in trouble.  We have to destroy and 
demolish any remaining foodhold they may have in our hearts.  We need to daily, renew our covenant to be faithful only to Him.

And the beautiful thing that we must remember in this discussion is that the LORD covenants with us too.  And his part of the 
covenant is to be faithful to us as well.  To provide and care and teach and shape us with love and grace.  To give us peace now 
and life forever in paradise.  And so we call to mind his great love again today and determine to be faithful to Him and him 
alone.
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The second lesson relates to the fulfilled prophecy of Josiah.  The prophecy was that a son of David, named Josiah would come and 
destroy the idols and vindicate the LORD’s name.  1 Kings 13 is the first mention of “Josiah” by the man of God who was sent to 
denounce the idols of Israel.  This likely happened around the year 931 BC.

The man of God later dies, Jeroboam does too and much time and history passes.  Even the kingdom of Israel ceases to exist.  But 
the word of the LORD, endures forever.  This is a great example of that truth.  Josiah, the promised son of David who defeats the 
rival gods and rids the nation of evil appears.  A child king, taking his throne at 8 and coming to love the LORD as a young man. 
He is used by God in the year 622 BC to fulfill the promised word.

We may not see the word of the LORD come to past in our life time, but it surely will.  We cling to the promises of God, knowing 
they are absolutely going to come to be fulfilled!  Every word of them!  Nothing will thwart God’s purposes and plans.  No king, 
no priest, no nation, no human, no angel, no demon.  We trust that His word is true and see it in action in that span of 300 
years.  There were many times and moments where God’s people could have been tempted to doubt because it was “taking too long” 
or they weren’t seeing things coming together the way they thought.  But in the end, His word was true.

And so we learn from this to cling tighter to every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.  For remember, we too are 
promised that a son of David will come to take the throne and bring justice to the earth.  He has already appeared as a child and 
grew to be a man.  So much of the word of God has already been fulfilled in him - and we now wait, with confidence for the 
remaining promises to turn into reality.  For our promised king, David’s heir named Jesus, will come, just as he said.
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